
 
WATER MANAGEMENT FOR YOUR GARDEN J u lie  Le a h  
 
Priva te  ga rdens  in  Brita in  cover a n  a rea  b igger tha n  a ll of the  coun try’s  na tu re  reserves  
com bined , es t im a ted  a t  over 10  m illion  a cres . I nd ividua l ga rdens  m a y be  sm a ll, bu t  
they crea te  im porta nt  g reen  links  be tween  u rba n  na tu re  reserves  and  the  wider 
coun trys ide , form ing  vita l wild life  corridors . One  crit ica l a spect  of ga rden ing  is  the  ta sk 
of wa tering . Ra in fa ll in  th is  coun try is  h igh , so we jus t  need  to lea rn  to ca tch  it  when  it  
fa lls  to offse t  aga ins t  periods  of d rought . Th is  ha s  th ree  benefits : 
 

• I t  he lps  to reduce  flood ing  a nd  run -off pollu tion  in to rivers  (10  m illion  a cres  is  a  
lot  of su rfa ce  wa ter) 

• I t  p rovides  p la n ts  with  be t te r qua lity wa ter  
• I t  s a ves  us  m oney a s  we  then  use  les s  p roces sed  wa ter (ta p  wa ter), wh ich  a lso 

ha s  it s  own  ca rbon  footp rin t .  
 
Top  t ip s :  

1 . Ca tch  a s  m uch  wa ter a s  you  ca n  in  wa ter bu t ts  a nd  old  b ins . I  ha ve  five  wa ter 
bu t ts , two of wh ich  a re  old  wheelie  b ins  with  the  lid  ta ken  off p lus  th ree  other 
old  b la ck b ins  wh ich  s it  next  to the  wa ter bu tts  for ba iling  in to a fte r hea vy 
ra in fa ll lea ving  the  bu tt  rea dy to be  filled  a ga in .  

2 . Add t rays  of any kind  under flower pots  – lid s  from  p la s t ic tubs , old  roa s t ing  
t in s , t rays  from  old  pe t  ca ges , ch ipped  p la tes , e tc. All ca n  cos t  noth ing  a nd  hold  
wa ter under the  pot  so when  you  wa ter it  s tays  for longer and  reduces  la bour 
a nd  frequency of wa tering . Pla ce  old  ca rpet  or fleece  m em bra ne  under the  pot  
on  the  t ra y for extra  wa ter a bsorp t ion . 

3 . Only wa ter the  soil a round  the  p lan ts  not  the  whole  p la n t  or a ll the  g round . Th is  
d is coura ges  weeds  a nd  m a kes  s lug  /  sna il m ovem en t  ha rder.  

4 . Use a  m ulch  or s im ila r orga n ic m a t te r to re ta in  the  wa ter in  your soil.  
5 . Avoid  d igg ing!! The  less  soil is  tu rned  and  weeded , the  m ore  its  s t ructu re  will 

re ta in  wa ter a nd  the  m icro-orga n ism s  we now know a re  needed  for hea lthy soil.  
6 . Avoid  the  tem pta t ion  to m ow weekly in  sum m er. Lea ving  g ra ss  a  b it  longer he lps  

the  soil to a bsorb  ra in , keeps  the  la wn  hea lthy a nd  he lps  la wn  feeders  like  
b la ckb irds  a s  they ca n  s t ill ge t  the  worm s  a nd  g rubs . I t  a lso reduces  flood ing .  

7. Encoura ge  long  verges  where  you  ca n  a s  th is  he lps  with  flood  p reven t ion  a nd  
crea tes  bee-, bu t te rfly- a nd  m oth -friend ly ha bita ts  wh ich  in  tu rn  feeds  the  b irds  
a nd  the  ba ts  and  pollina tes  ou r crops .   

 
 


